Questions from our recent Phonics Parent Meeting
How do I access Twinkl Go, I don’t have a login? 
Twinkl Go resources are accessed via https://www.twinkl.co.uk/go. Throughout the year, codes with be sent home via Study Bugs or from your child’s class teacher. You simply click on the website link, type in the relevant code and you’ll be able to access the eBooks and interactive games whenever you wish, without an individual login. 

Why do they have the same book for several days? Why have they received a book again, that they have previously read? 
Rereading a particular book several times has its advantages. When a child first reads a book, it can be quite robotic, with most words being sounded out and blended. As children become more familiar with a text, they start to recognise words from sight, and this can help them to develop their pace when reading. When they are confident reading a text, they begin to develop their fluency and can focus on reading with expression and using appropriate phrasing. You can also use this as an opportunity to focus on their comprehension of the text- have they understood what they have read? Can they recall information from the story? Can they predict what may happen next? Can they talk about how someone may be feeling in the story and how they know? 

[image: Reading Records]What is a reading record? 
A reading record will be sent home with your child’s reading book. It is important that this (along with their book/s) are in their school bag every day. Children are expected to read 5 times a week and this needs to be documented in their reading record. It is useful if you write the date, specific pages read (if they haven’t read the whole book) and then sign. Please feel free to add a comment if you wish, particularly if you find your child struggling with their book (or aspects, e.g., a particular word they couldn’t recognise), or equally if you feel they read the book too easily. We will also write in the reading record when we read with your child at school. 

What are we expected to do with them at home? 
Children are expected to read for 5-10 minutes five times a week. They are also expected to access Lexia for at least 30 minutes across the week. Home learning sheets sent home on a Friday are a good way for them to practise and consolidate their phonics learning. Accessing Twinkl Go is optional. 

How will I know which Phonics group my child is in and whether they are working at the expected level? 
Parents/ carers of children in Key Stage One, should have received a Study Bugs message last week detailing the teacher of their child’s Phonics group. These groups are subject to change, if your child is finding the learning too easy or too challenging. Within Reception, the majority of the children will remain in the same group throughout the year, with additional support and challenge given as necessary. Typically Level 2, 3 and 4 are taught in Reception, Level 5 taught in Year One and Level 6 taught in Year Two. During parent consultations and within end of term reports, we will share your child’s current reading and writing levels. If you have any concerns about your child’s reading or writing, please make contact with your child’s class teacher. 

How can I get my child to want to read at home? 
Some tips that might help: 
· Children can be tired after a busy day, so you could try reading in the morning before school. 
· Read for 5-10 minutes max- even if this means they don’t finish reading the whole book, or they only read one of their reading books. If they are only reading one book a night, make sure they read a variety of both the decodable and shared books across the week. 
· Take turns to read- read a sentence or page each. You could also get them to search and spot particular sounds or tricky words, when you are reading to them. 
· Incorporate a variety of reading opportunities into your week- mix up the reading books, with the Twinkl Go games, Lexia, audiobooks, online eBooks for example. 

How can I get my child to learn to read and blend? What can I do at home with my child when they first start their reading journey? 
Oral blending is an important skill, before the children move to blending independently. Some activities you could do at home to support this, may include: 
· Give your child a choice if they are finding it tricky. Have 2 or 3 objects to start with. “Can you show me the m-a-n?” When they can do this when seeing the physical objects, you could give them more objects to choose from, or try sounding out without the objects in sight. 
· Giving instructions: “get your c-oa-t. Can you get the r-e-d car?”
· Use a toy/ puppet. Explain he is shy and only speaks in sounds. “He wants to j-u-m-p. He wants the c-u-p. Can you help him?”
· What’s in my box? Hide items in a box. “In my box I have a p-i-g.” Let the children check the item in the box when they have blended the sounds. 
· Simon Says: “Simon says sit down if you are a g-ir-l, if you are wearing a h-a-t.” 
As they begin learning sounds and tricky words, it would be great to have these visible at home. You could pick a sound and ask them to find objects around the house beginning with that sound. If they find this tricky, you could give them a choice of a few objects and ask them which one begins with the particular sound (I spy something beginning with s). You could practise writing the sounds. 
The Reception team will share more ideas with you shortly. 

How can I support my child with their handwriting? 
You will receive weekly parent information sheets which highlight sounds/ tricky words we have focused on that week. These often contain a writing activity. Letter formation sheets can be found on the Twinkl Phonics resources section of the school website and also slightly different ones can be found in the General Phonics Resources Level 2-4 via Twinkl Go using the code HO2471. 

How often will someone read with my child in school? 
Our Phonics lessons provide daily, highly focused teaching in small groups and during these sessions, adults will observe your child reading and writing. Classroom adults read one to one with your child at least once a week. We want this time to be purposeful and not rushed. If we were to read with every child daily, then it would take away from other valuable learning opportunities within the classroom. 
Last year, we didn’t have many volunteers to come and listen to the children read. If you have any spare time and would like to support us with this, then please email myself or contact the school office. We would really appreciate some more regular volunteers. 
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